
 

Today we begin a new series of Advent sermons bearing the title shown above.  Christmas holidays are no longer what 

they were intended to be, Christmas holy days.  The reason is not merely due to the increasing degradation and 

exploitation of Christ and Christianity by the secular world but also due to the more grievous fact that the Christian 

community, the church in particular, is more and more  drifting away from the definitive purpose of Christ and the 

central thrust of this holiday.   

  We expect the world to prostitute Christ and his purpose; we expect it to denigrate the things that are holy and to 

pervert them into their own selfish purposes; we expect the business community to exploit the goodness and privileges 

of Christ and his benefits for its own individualistic profiteering ends.  However, we do not expect the church, the body 

of Christ that he purchased with his own blood, the ground and pillar of truth that has been entrusted with the defense 

and proclamation of the gospel, to treat these matters lightly.  How does the church do so?  By succumbing to a kind of 

mushy sentimentality regarding the Baby in Bethlehem thrust outside in the cold to make his bed with sheep and goats 

because there was no room in the inn for him and his family; by neglecting that the primary purpose for Christ's coming 

into the world is redemptive - to save the world from sin, death and a just, divine judgment.  

  In order to fulfill its original responsibility as the guardian of the gospel and in order to maintain the 

Reformation slogan of ecclesia reformata, semper reformanda (the church having been reformed, is always 

reforming), the church needs to recapture and to steadfastly proclaim and defend the good news of Christmas, that is, 

the mystery of the Incarnation of God in the weakness of human  flesh, to live a sinless life and then to offer his life as 

God's only satisfaction for sin.   In other words, the message of Christmas is the message of the gospel of Jesus Christ.   

 To believe and to teach otherwise is to belittle God's commitment to his own glory through the salvation of sinners. 

To uphold and to declare otherwise is to strip the Incarnation of its primary aspect, the restoration of fallen creatures 

with a holy God.   To be swallowed up in the heathen clamor that Christmas is for the kids and other such misguided 

babble, is to lose our theological moorings and to drift into the muddy waters of cheap sentimentality that is far 

removed from (the) truth. 

 As we contemplate the First Coming of Christ, we need to be guided, as in all  matters, by the Scriptures which 

emphasize that he came to remove the curse of sin by his sinless life, death and resurrection.  Was his ministry confined 

to one particular nation, tribe, people, and language?  No!  Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world! “ "For God so loved 

the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life."  Jn 3:16.  In 

words that shocked the ears  of his hearers, John the Baptist stoutly defined Jesus as the ". .Lamb of God, who takes 

away the sin of the world."  1:29.  The world that was plunged into sin by  Adam’s cosmic rebellion in the Garden of 

Eden is now the focus of Christ's redemptive restorative action – to re-establish fallen creation into a right relationship 

with its holy Creator.  

 This curse spread from the hearts of Adam and Eve to all their descendants for  “They being the root of all 

mankind, the guilt of this sin was imputed, and the same death in sin and corrupted nature conveyed to all their 

posterity, descending from them by ordinary generation.”  WCF 6.3.  However, we also need to remember that it's not 

just fallen mankind that Christ came to restore to God but also the rest of creation. Therefore in John's vision at the end 

of recorded history, the corrupted garden is now replaced by the holy city complete with trees, rivers and so, no longer 

cursed and subjected to God's futility but now completely ready as God's dwelling- place. How far did the curse of 

Adam's sin extend? To the entire world.  What was the range of Jesus' redemptive work?  The entire world… far as the 

curse is found. Let’s retain this great truth in the forefront of our thoughts and hearts as we celebrate Christ this 

Christmas and as far as time permits. 
 

 


